. Spatial distribution of bycatch of epibenthic organisms in deep-sea bottom longline sets estimated from commercial activities and research cruises in the Azores. Bycatch rates were estimated from commercial activities and research cruises as number of organisms 1,000 hooks -1 and were standardized with General Additive Models. Lighter grey area represents water depths in the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Azores exceeding 1,000 m. (a),
. Bycatch organisms caught during commercial longline operations and research surveys. Primary bycatch is referred to organisms or organic substrate being hooked by the gear while secondary bycatch organisms are organisms found growing on the primary bycatch.
Primary and secondary bycatch were composed of at least 47 and 50 distinct taxa belonging to 4 and 7 different phyla, respectively. In bold are the name of the taxonomic groups used in the text. Footnote: n.a., information not available; S, small; M, medium; L, large; H, high; L, low * Bycatch items not in the table included organisms not identified (1.3% and 1.1% of the total for primary and secondary bycatch, respectively) and inorganic substrate (6.5% of the primary bycatch). 
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